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Are you considering a
boarding school?

By Jill L. Ferguson

The decision to send one’s child to boarding school is never an easy
one to make, even if boarding school attendance is part of a long fam-
ily tradition. 

Generally, parents send their children to boarding school for a few main reasons: 
• They want to give their children a better academic and/or athletic education.
• They want their children to learn to live independently.
• They want their kids to get specialized help with a particular learning issue.
• The parents may have careers where they travel or move frequently so boarding school may provide stability and continuity for

the children.
Best-selling author and pediatrician Dr. Meg Meeker (who was a day student at a boarding school) says, “Choosing the right

school for a child is a uniquely personal decision that parents make.” I agree, but would argue that the decision is best made with 
the child as part of the decision-making process. So, let’s explore what options parents have for boarding schools.

Boarding schools are usually categorized eight ways, but these eight ways are not mutually exclusive. According to the Global 
Education Network, the categories are:
1. College preparatory school
2.Military school
3. Sports school
4. Performing arts school
5. Religious school
6. Therapeutic school
7. Junior school
8. Single-sex school
The college preparatory school is the type of boarding school that was shown in the movies “School Ties” and “Dead Poet’s So-
ciety.” The schools have rigorous academics and an expectation that every student will attend college and go on to have success-
ful careers. The college prep part comes from learning life skills that other students may not develop until their university days, 
such as negotiating and cooperating with roommates, scheduling free-time, etc. 

The military school has the same academic rigor but with the added layer of the armed services. This type of school may be
ideal for students who want to enter the military after graduation or who want to go on to West Point or another military college. 

While all boarding schools offer sports programs, sports-based boarding schools prioritize sports, preparing students for Olympic
or professional careers or maybe even for top-tier university sports programs. 

Performing arts schools focus on music, dance, drama and other creative arts. Juilliard’s Pre-College may be the most famous
United States-based performing arts schools. 

Religious boarding schools in the U.S. tend to be mainly Christian faith-based, according to Boarding School Review. Top board-
ing schools by religion include: Anglican, Baptist, Catholic, Christian, Episcopal, Non-denominational, Presbyterian, Quaker, So-
ciety of Friends and United Methodist. These schools integrate religious studies into academics and daily life, and the curriculum 
choices may be influenced by the religious beliefs.

continued on page 20



DECEMBER 2019 19PittsburghParent.com Special Advertising Section

��������������������
����������������

������������
�����
	���������

����������

Among the oldest girls' schools in the U.S., 
SEM has created a culture of achievement, 
scholarship, service, and leadership, designed for 
girls since 1851. Our alumnae network spans the 
globe and our students hail from 5 continents.

Independent day and boarding school for college-bound girls
205 Bidwell Parkway Buffalo, NY 14222  |  716-885-6780

BuffaloSeminary.org

Email admission@buffaloseminary.org 
or call 716-885-6780 to find out about 
living & learning on our cozy, historic 
campus in our safe, beautiful city.

DISCOVER THE POWER 
OF ALL-GIRLS AT SEM

There are girls’ schools… Then there’s SEM, far different from the expected feel and fare of other girls’ schools. 
SEM girls are multi-faceted!  We have created an independent culture of achievement, scholarship, leader-
ship, and service that challenges girls to engage and explore a range of opportunities from theatre to sports, 

to public speaking and computer programming.  
We do not require uniforms and are not bound 

by religion. At SEM, girls are excited to be part of a 
community where trust is intrinsic and independent 
thinking is valued. 

Technology is fully integrated into the curriculum 
with our laptop program, STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, art & design, mathematics) program, NAO 
robots, digital printer, and virtual reality (VR) lab. Check 
out our VR video at buffaloseminary.org/VR.

Our classrooms feature Harkness tables for intelligent 
debate and student-centered learning. Seated in 
the round, everyone is seen and heard. Our unique 
Capstone program encourages deep subject learning 
over four years coupled with community service. 

SEM offers 13 varsity sports and clubs from Model UN to chess, drama, dance, Ping-Pong, and glee. 
Accredited by the New York State Association of Independent Schools (NYSAIS), we are also a member of the 

National Association of Independent Schools (NAIS), the National Coalition of Girls’ Schools (NCGS), the Online 
School for Girls (OSG), and The Association of Boarding Schools (TABS).

Independent day and boarding school for college-bound girls
205 Bidwell Parkway
Buffalo, NY 14222

(716) 885-6780

https://www.buffaloseminary.org
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Therapeutic schools “provide daily 
structure and care that students need 
due to health concerns, substance 
abuse challenges, mental health 
struggles or any kind of extenuating 
circumstance that may alter their ability 
to succeed in a traditional classroom,” 
says Global Education Network. These 
schools integrate academics with health 
care. 

Junior schools is the name given to 
boarding schools for children in kinder-
garten through eighth grade. 

Single-sex schools are just that in that 
they welcome only girls or only boys 
(as opposed to co-ed schools which 
welcome everyone). Some research has 
suggested that single-sex schools help 
some students to thrive more than being in a co-educational environment. 

Dr. Meeker said, “While some students may study harder, receive better instruction or be exposed to a greater breadth of aca-
demic studies, parents sacrifice enormous opportunities for their children’s psychological, spiritual and intellectual growth when 
they live separately.” So, it’s best to decide the needs of your individual children, how each learns best, in what kind of environ-
ment the most positive kind of growth could occur and what kind of support she or he needs. 

And once your decision that boarding school may be the best option is made, don’t let the cost of tuition and room and board 
change your mind. Every school has need-based scholarships and payment programs and can work to make the school a reality 
for your family. Some schools may even be free if your family makes less than $75,000 per year.  n

Jill L. Ferguson is an Artist, Author, Entrepreneur, founder of Women’s Wellness Weekends and a former Pittsburgher.
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LINSLY CLASS OF 2020  |  MORGANTOWN, WV  

Meet Saige

Linsly is...
more than 
just a school.

©2019, The Linsly School, 60 Knox Lane, Wheeling, WV 26003. The Linsly School Is An Equal Opportunity School.

SUNDAY, DEC. 8th • 1PM
2019 Winter Visit Day

304.233.1436
www.linsly.org/admissions

Call or visit us online for more information.

Conveniently located less than 1 hour from Pittsburgh.

I gained an  

Extended Family

“My daughter is a boarding student at 
Linsly. I cannot adequately describe the 
transformation that has occurred in her 

demeanor, personality, social life and level of maturity. 
She has always excelled in school but now she truly 
loves to learn. She knows her teachers truly care and 
their passion is contagious. Every student is given the 
tools and encouragement to succeed. 

I had many reservations about sending my 14-year-
old daughter to boarding school - safety, nutrition, 
supervision, etc. I felt I was going to miss out on so 
much of her life. I can assure anyone that all my worries 
were quickly put at ease and her experience at Linsly 
has far exceeded all expectations. Although I have less 
time with her on a daily basis, the time we spend means 
so much more and we truly enjoy each other’s company. 
Quality truly is more important than quantity. I didn’t 
lose a daughter. I gained an extended family.”

– Amy, mother of Saige, Linsly boarding student

Linsly is conveniently located less than one hour from 
Pittsburgh. Linsly is a coeducational, independent, 
boarding and day school for grades 5 -12, with boarding 
for grades 7 - 12. Call 304-233-1436 or visit our website 
www.linsly.org/admissions. Financial Aid and Scholarship 
Opportunities Available. 

http://www.linsly.org



