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How to choose a summer camp your
kids will love and that you approve
By Kimberly Blaker

hether you’re looking for enrichment for your child, a
way to keep your kids occupied and supervised while
you work, or need a short reprieve from parenting,
there’s sure to be a summer camp that’s the right fit for
your child and family. Even in the midst of the COVID-19
pandemic, many summer camps will be up and running
either offering alternative programs or by following safety
protocols to reduce the risk to campers and staff.
Continued on page 24…

Camp Deer Creek . . . since 1933

Summer Enrichment Program
for rising 7th & 8th grade boys

June 13-17 AND June 20-24

Pittsburgh’s Oldest & Finest Family Owned & Operated Children’s Day Camp

centralcatholichs.com/bam

June 13 - August 12, 2022 • Transportation provided in many Pittsburgh areas
Ages 4 - 15 • campdeercreekonline.com • 412-767-5351

Explore Math, Writing, Engineering, 3D Printing and more!

PittsburghParent.com
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The benefits of summer camp
Summer camp offers kids plenty
of benefits, and many kids are thrilled
with the idea of going away to summer
camp. Still, for some kids, particularly
those who are shy, introverted or homebodies, the thought of going away for
a night, let alone a week or more, can
cause considerable anxiety. When kids
are adamantly opposed, forcing summer camp on them may not be in their
best interest.
But for kids who are eager – or at
least willing to give it a shot without
much fuss – summer camp offers opportunities kids may not have elsewhere.
Summer camp provides kids the following benefits:
• Fosters independence
• A place to develop new and lasting friendships
• Development of new skills

• W
 hat is your
budget for
summer
camp?
• W
 hat is the
purpose
of sending
your child
to summer
camp?

But for kids who are
eager – or at least
willing to give it a shot
without much fuss –
summer camp offers
opportunities kids may
not have elsewhere.

• D
 o you want
a resident (overnight) or a day
camp?
• A
 re you looking for a short-term
(week or two) or summer-long
program?
• D
 o you want a camp that’s very
structured or one that provides
your child with lots of freedom
and choices?
• W
 hat are your child’s passions,
such as a particular sport, hobby
or other interest?

• D
 iscovery of new interests and hobbies

• A
 break from being
plugged-in
• Daily exercise
• Improves their selfesteem
• T
 eaches kids to work
with others
• M
 akes them feel part
of a community

Getting started in your search
Before you begin looking into summer camps, create a list of the criteria
you’re looking for. Here are some things
you’ll want to consider.

The American Camp Association (ACA) accredits summer
camps. So this is another excellent place to look. The ACA
educates camp owners and
directors in health and safety
for both staff and campers as
well as program quality. It then
accredits camps that meet the
ACA’s standards.
Next steps to finding the perfect
summer camp
Once you’ve selected a few summer
camps that meet your primary criteria,
and that fit your child’s interests, share
the choices with your child to see what
excites him or her. Be sure to let your
child know upfront that you still need
to thoroughly investigate the camp(s)
before making a final decision. But do
keep your child’s choices in mind to
ensure your child gets the most out of
summer camp.
Once you and your child have narrowed the list down to a manageable
selection, you’ll want to investigate the
camps further. There are several things
you’ll want to consider.

• T
 he opportunity
for creative expression

• P
 revents or reduces
summer learning loss.

you can search by zip code or
category.

Once you’ve narrowed
down some of the criteria, you can
begin your search. An excellent place
to start is your local parenting magazine. Many summer camps advertise
in local parenting publications found
at newsstands and online. Also, visit
http://www.summercamps.com/, where

Is this camp a safe option for my child
and family during the pandemic?
Many summer camps are now
offering virtual programs so kids can
benefit from summer camp without
the risk of contracting and spreading
COVID-19. Virtual summer camps
range from a couple of hours a day to
all-day camps offering a broad range
of virtual activities led by counselors.
Virtual summer camp programs range
from free to several hundred dollars.
Perhaps you’re considering sending your child to an in-person summer
camp. If so, the Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) offers suggestions on
how summer camp programs can
reduce campers’ risk during the pan-

55

Years

Royal Oak
Nursery School
& Kindergarten
Est. 1967

Now Accepting Enrollment
Family Owned & Operated • 7am-6pm
State Licensed & Certified Teachers
Half/Full Day Education Programs
Ages 3 thru 6-years-old
Before/After school care
4413 Mt. Royal Blvd.
Allison Park
412-487-1668 • royaloaksch.com
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demic. Recommendations include promoting behaviors to minimize spread,
maintaining a healthy environment,
maintaining healthy operations, being
prepared for when someone gets sick
and special considerations for overnight
camps.
When considering an in-person
summer camp, review the CDC’s more
detailed recommendations found at
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/community/schools-childcare/summer-camps.html. Then compile questions to ask the summer camp you’re
considering to make sure it adheres to
these safety protocols.
What are the staff’s qualifications?
Many summer camps use teens to
staff the camps. Teens make excellent

But do keep your
child’s choices in mind
to ensure your child
gets the most out of
summer camp.

mentors and can bring liveliness to summer camp programs. However, the programs themselves should be developed
by professionals and have

SUMMER @ SEM
July
- 29 12
June 2711- August

June 20 -Camp
24 Junior
Sleepaway

A special week for entering 4th & 5th graders

For Girls
27 - August 12
EnteringJune
Grades
Junior
June
20 - 247-9
A special week for entering 4th & 5th graders

• Sailing with the Buffalo
Yacht Club
• Learn-to-Row with the
Buffalo
Rowing
• SailingScholastic
with the
Buffalo Yacht Club
Association
• Learn-to-Row with the BSRA
• Horseback
riding
theBuffalo
• Sailing
withat
the
Club
• Equestrian
with
the
BuffaloYacht
Equestrian
Center
Buffalo• Equestrian
Center
Learn-to-Row
with the BSRA
•
Cooking
Classes
with
Krista
Van
Wagner
• Equestrian
with Chef
the Buffalo Equestrian Center
• Cooking
Classes with
•Krista
Fashion
LabClasses
with with
Arlene
Kay
• Cooking
Krista
Van Wagner
Van
Wagner
•
Fashion
Lab
with
Arlene
Kay
• Fashion Lab with Arlene Kay

BuffaloSeminary.org/SAS

BuffaloSeminary.org/SAS
BuffaloSeminary.org/SAS
Independent
dayday
andand
boarding
Independent
day and
boarding
Independent
boarding
school
for for
college-bound
girls
school
college-bound
girls
school
for
college-bound
girls
205
Bidwell
Parkway
205
Bidwell
Parkway
205NY
Bidwell
Parkway, Buffalo, NY
Buffalo,
14222 | 716-885-6780
Buffalo, NY 14222 | 716-885-6780

What is the daily schedule for campers?
Ask for a daily itinerary, so you
know your child will be getting
everything you and your child
anticipate from the program.

14222

Teachers that love what they
do, make for kids who love
where they are!

What are the rules?
Each camp has its own set of
rules. So, find out whether your
child is allowed to call you. If it’s a
summer-long residential camp, can
parents come and visit? Can kids
bring along a cell phone or electronics? Also, how much money can they
bring, and how is it managed?

professional oversight to
ensure kids are getting the most from
their camp experience.
How does the camp ensure your child’s
safety?
Find out what kind of safety training the camp provides its staffers. Also,
is there staff on hand at all times that
knows CPR? What are the camp’s procedures in the event your child becomes
ill, has an accident or an emergency?

PittsburghParent.com

Don’t sweat it
Keep in mind, although there are
many great camps, no camp is likely to
offer everything precisely the way you
want it. Just choose the one that best
fits your child and satisfies your most
important criteria. Remember, your child
will have many summers to come and
plenty more opportunities to work in
more exciting camp experiences. n
Kimberly Blaker is a freelance writer.
She also owns an online store, Sage
Rare & Collectible Books, specializing
in out-of-print, scarce, signed, and first
editions; fine bindings; ephemera and
more at sagerarebooks.com
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Bridgeville
111 Washington Avenue,
Bridgeville, PA 15017
412-257-2000
Robinson
7053 Steubenville Pike,
Oakdale, PA 15071
412-787-7686

Summer Registration is Open!
Fall Registration Opening Soon!
All Ages | All Levels
www.thomasdance.com
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Questions you need to ask
before you send your child
to summer camp
By Pam Moore

y kids could not have been happier as they
splashed in the water, playing with their
friends.
I felt like I was going to throw up.
I’d dropped them off at their first day of summer
camp that morning, thrilled to have four hours to
myself. When I’d enrolled them in the camp run by the
gym where I work out and teach group fitness, I asked
about the ratio of adults to kids in the pool. They told
me it would be two adults with a maximum of 15 kids,
plus a lifeguard.
Pittsburgh
Parent
“Isn’t that
kind of AD
a low ratio?” I’d asked. The camp
was for kids ages two-and-a-half and up. The pool has
an infinity edge that gradually extends to a depth of
three feet. The camp director, a mom herself, assured
me they’d always done it this way and it had been
Continued on page 28…
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AMPS
ACADEMIC C
TUESDAYS and THURSDAYS from 9 a.m. − 3 p.m.
DATES: June 14, 16, 21, 23, 28, & 30
COST: $75 per session | PICK 3: $200 | ALL 6: $400
Open to girls entering 6th, 7th & 8th grade.

SPORTS
S
SESSIONKILL
S

TH
E
TH
FOR GIRLS ENTERING 6 -8 GRAD

WEDNESDAYS from 9 a.m. − 12 p.m.
DATES: June 15, 22, & 29
COST: $50 per session | PICK 3: $125

BECAUSE ACADEMICS +
ATHLETICS MATTER

Open to girls entering 6th, 7th & 8th grade.

Learn more at oaklandcatholic.org/admissions

SUMMER 2022

ACADEMIC
WRITING &
SCIENCE LABS
Students in Grades 2-8

Register Today
www.famefund.org

Summer Academic Writing Lab
June 20th - June 24th

Rising 2nd - 4th Graders - 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Rising 5th - 8th Graders - 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM

Summer Academic Science Lab
August 1st - August 5th

Rising 2nd - 4th Graders - 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Rising 5th - 8th Graders - 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM

Cost - $25.00 per student
For questions contact Brandi Cottrell, FAME Admission & Transition
Coordinator at 412-926-9185 or bcottrell@famefund.org

PittsburghParent.com

Providence Heights Alpha School is a private, independent Catholic
school that provides students of all faiths with a strong academic
foundation in an environment that fosters compassion and inspires
our students to be leaders within the community.

Learn more at

A LPHAS CHOOL. ORG
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fine. She encouraged me to sit by the
pool and watch if I wanted. Perhaps I
was being overly protective, I thought.
Obviously, the other parents didn’t
seem to have a problem with it.
My kids are three and five years
old and neither of them can swim well.
Though I pride myself on being a pretty
hands-off (read: lazy) parent, when
it comes to water safety, I don’t take
chances. On the first day of camp, I
sat poolside and watched during swim
time. My initial feeling of, “I can’t see
how this is going to work” progressed
to, “Oh my god this is a total disaster”
to, “I don’t know how much longer I can
watch before I start hyperventilating.”
There were 13 campers, many of
them under five years old, two adults
and zero lifeguards. Plus there were kids
with their parents who were not attending camp swimming. I could hardly keep
my eyes on my own two kids through
the sea of people. At times, one camp
staffer would take a kid to the restroom,
leaving one adult in charge of 12 kids.
I waited for them to blow a whistle
and have the kids buddy up like we
used to do at summer camp when I was
a kid. That never happened. I waited,
my eyes darting wildly to keep track
of my girls until finally, they took the
kids out of the water. At that point,
I gathered my things, went to the
locker room, sequestered myself in a
bathroom stall and exhaled. Tears of
frustration and anxiety spilled out while
I choked back a little sob.
Was I overreacting? I didn’t think so.
But when I brought my concerns to one
of the administrators of the gym, they
were brushed off. I was offered only
reassurance that the staff was extremely
responsible. “I’m sure they are,” I
countered. “I just don’t think there are
enough of them for all of the kids to be
safe in the pool.”
Is the camp ACA-accredited?
To meet the American Camping
Association’s (ACA) standards, camps
must adhere to minimum staff ratios,
which pertain to overall supervision, but
not specifically to aquatic supervision.
While these ratios vary according to
age, requirements change according to
whether the children are on land or in
the water is at each camp’s discretion.
ACA-accredited day camps require a
minimum ratio of one-to-six for children
ages five and under, one-to-eight for
children ages six to eight and one-toten for children ages nine to 14. Ratios
are slightly higher for overnight campers: one-to-five for children ages five
and under, one-to-six for children six to
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eight and one-to-eight for children ages
nine to 14. ACA accreditation is completely voluntary, however. If a camp has
the credential, they have gone through
a rigorous, costly accreditation process and will typically display proof of
certification on their website and/or in
their office.
Does the camp have state licensure?
While the ACA accreditation is a
valuable credential, it is no replacement
for doing your homework. According to
Becca Mack, the executive director of
camping at Colorado’s Boulder Valley
YMCA, ensuring that your child’s camp
follows state licensing guidelines and
provides adequate staff training is just
as important as the ACA stamp of approval, if not more so. Whether or not
they’re accredited by the ACA, camps
must meet certain minimum standards
set by their state. These requirements
vary widely from state to state. While
some states’ requirements are consistent throughout, in others they are
specific to the city or county.
Meanwhile, there are a few states
that have adopted the same standards
as the ACA. An index of resources for
each state compiled by the ACA is
available at https://www.acacamps.org/
resource-library/state-laws-regulations.
While some states’ websites are very
transparent about their staffing ratios,
including specific requirements for
aquatics (Maine is a great example),
others, like my home state of Colorado,
are clear as mud.
Is the staff well-trained?
Mack recommends parents talk
directly to camp administrators to find
out how they train their staff to manage
swim time and make sure they know
and adhere to their state’s licensing
standards. For example, staff training at
the Boulder Valley YMCA includes a water safety segment where they go over
every aspect of swim time, including
face checks, staff presence in the pool,
and more. Says Mack, “[at the Boulder
Valley YMCA] we do a mock pool time
so everyone learns what needs to be
done.”
What are the camp’s swim
safety policies?
While the ACA standards dictate
that camps must institute a system to
quickly account for all campers involved
in aquatic activities, it is at the camp’s
discretion to decide which system to
employ. While there is an app for nearly
everything, they still haven’t come up
with one to replace the Buddy System,
a common water safety check that has
not changed much, if at all, since my
youth, whereby the lifeguard blows a
whistle signaling campers to pair up

Summer Activities & Camp Guide

with a pre-designated swim buddy.
The Boulder Valley YMCA, which is
not ACA-accredited, takes that requirement a step further, stipulating that
every 15 minutes a staff member “must
physically see each child. Instead of
just a headcount, they are specifically
matching the child’s name on a list to
their face.”
Some camps take the initiative to
exceed state minimum staffing ratios.
Boulder Valley’s YMCA Inspire Preschool
is one such example. The state of
Colorado requires a minimum staff ratio
of one-to-ten for preschoolers (ages
three to four years old). According to
Lisa Swainey, the preschool’s director,
Inspire raises the bar by requiring not
only a lifeguard dedicated exclusively to
the preschoolers but also a minimum of
two preschool staffers anytime the kids
are swimming. Additionally, preschoolers are allowed only to splash within
the confines of the baby pool, which
reaches a maximum depth of one foot.
Beyond my casual questions about
the swimming situation at my kids’
camp, it never occurred to me to explore my state’s licensing requirements
until I witnessed the swim program firsthand. I admit, my main camp selection
criteria were convenience and price.
After my poolside near-panic attack,
though, my concern was safety.
And rightly so, according to experts
like Dr. Sanjay Gupta, senior medical
correspondent at CNN Health. In an
article posted there, he says toddlers
are at a relatively huge risk of drowning, even in water as shallow as one
inch, due to their top-heavy bodies:
“Children four and under actually have
the single highest drowning death rate
according to the National Safety Council.” And according to Alan Steinman,
MD, former director of health and safety
at the U.S Coast Guard, drowning is a
highly inconspicuous event. It happens
quietly, without any arm flailing or cries
for help.
Though I hated to break my kids’
little hearts, I felt I had no choice but to
pull them out of camp. And next time
I have to make a choice about camp, I
know what questions I’ll ask ahead of
time. n
Pam Moore is an author, occupational therapist, and certified personal
trainer who helps women push through
fear to become their best selves. To
get her free guide to crushing Impostor
Syndrome visit pam-moore.com.
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HOW WE EXCITE
During our interdisciplinary Greek
Museum project, our Junior School
fourth graders pose as statues of
gods and goddesses – until they
spring to life and deliver an
original speech in the voice of
their mythical figure – applying
skills in history, literature, public
speaking and more.
How will you give your child
an education that excites
and inspires?

BECAUSE “HOW” MATTERS
PK-12 • Four Campuses

VISIT OPPORTUNITIES

SHADYSIDEACADEMY.ORG/VISIT

Summer Day Camp
June 1 - August 29
• Outside Activities
• Weekly topics to nurture
children’s spirit of adventure
& creativity
• Full & Part-time Scheduling
• Open Monday through
Friday, 8:00am to 5:00pm
• Located in Squirrel Hill

Accepting Applications NOW
for children 3 - 7

Carriage House Children’s Center
Wightman School Community Building
5604 Solway Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15217-1264

412-421-0300 • carriagehouse.org
email: chcc@carriagehouse.org
PittsburghParent.com
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Packing for camp:
What kids need for
all types of camps
By Rebecca Hastings

• L unch or lunch money (if packing money, put it in a resealable bag with the child’s name)
• Sunscreen (in a resealable bag
to prevent messes)
• Hat or sunglasses

he first time my kids went to
camp, I helped them pack
the perfect bag. It had clothes
picked for each day, backup
outfits, every hygiene item possible and even treats to share in
the cabin. I had no idea that less
than 25 percent of what I sent
would be used.
Extra socks? No thanks.
Pajamas? I’ll sleep in my
clothes.
Mouthwash? Well, it is easier
than brushing my teeth, but I’ll get
gum at the camp store instead.
As crushing as it was to see
my perfect packing assistance
rendered useless, I discovered
what things I’m packing for them
and what things I’m packing for
me as the mom. Things that make
me feel like they’ll be cared for the
way they would if I was there.
Each camp situation (and each
kid) is different, but here are some
tips for what to pack for your child
as they head to camp. And yes,
some of the items I can’t help but
suggest because I’m the mom:

•
•
•
•

One-two overnights – These
camps can be the trickiest to pack for because
you want your child to be
prepared but it’s a short
amount of time. Some of
what you pack will depend
on the type of camp and
the sleeping arrangements. For the most part,
your child will need the
basics to have fun and
that’s it!

Day camp – Things here are
pretty simple. Usually, a regularsize backpack with key things to
make the day run smoothly is all

Summer

Splash
at Adat Shalom
Camp Preschool
Fox Chapel
June - July
Ages 2 - 5
adatshalompreschool.org
412-820-9110

www.adatshalompreschool.org
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Extras
Towel (with name written on it)
Bathing suit
Change of clothes
Sneakers & socks

they need. Be sure to check any suggestions or requirements from the camp so
your camper is prepared for whatever
the day holds.
For example, some camps don’t
have swimming, but one day might be
a water day, so they will need things
for wet and wild fun. Other days might
have a field trip where they’ll need
some spending money or sneakers. The
key is to pay attention to what the camp
asks for and keep things simple.
Essentials
• Backpack (with name written on it)
• Water bottle (with name written
on it)

Summer Activities & Camp Guide

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Essentials
• L arge backpack or
duffle bag (with
name written on it)
• Sleeping bag
Pillow
Toothbrush
Deodorant
One-three changes
of clothes
Pajamas
Flashlight
Sunscreen (in a resealable bag to
prevent messes)
Jacket/heavy sweatshirt

Extras
• Extra blanket
• Soap (if showering)
• Towel (with name written on it)

PittsburghParent.com

EARN

$150 - $175

BE A
Register For
Spring Sports
Starting In
March!

PAID
TRAINING
Online or
in-person

POLL WORKER
FOR THE 2022
Primary election

AlleghenyCounty.us/YouthSports

TO REGISTER GO TO
ALLEGHENYVOTES.COM

Does your child need help with academics,
speech, counseling, or occupational therapy?
Did you know we
offer Dyslexia
services?

Since 1956 Laughlin Children’s Center has helped
children ages 3 to 18 overcome learning obstacles
ACADEMIC
TUTORING
through speech,
psychology,
occupational therapy,
and academic
tutoring
services. We have
a staff
CHILD
DEVELOPMENT
EVALUATIONS
of highly skilled clinicians who will thoroughly asDYSLEXIA TUTORING
sess your child and create an individualized
NAEYC
ACCREDITED
PRESCHOOL
plan based
on their
needs and strengths.

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

Not sure if your child needs assistance?
PARENT-CHILD INTERACTION THERAPY
Call us at 412-741-4087 or visit us online at
PSYCHOLOGICAL
COUNSELING
laughlincenter.org
to schedule
an
affordable
screening
and
conversation
SPEECH THERAPY
regarding your child’s needs.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

...AND MORE

Bathing suit
Spending money
Camera
Bug spray
Hand sanitizer
Masks
Wet-wipes

Sewickley ı 412-741-4087 ı laughlincenter.org

Continued on page 32…
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One week or more – Longer overnight camp experiences require more
staples, however, there is a chance
some will go unused. It is not uncommon for kids to think a swim in the lake
replaces showering. Consider what your
child will actually use based on his or
her habits. Also, find out what is available for purchase at the camp. You may
not need to send three sets of batteries
if they sell them in the camp store. The
key is figuring out needs without going
overboard.

Y
PITTSBURGH CLO ACADEM

Summer

Photo: Archie Carpenter

Camps
TWO LOCATIONS –

CLO Academy & South Park

For details, visit PITTSBURGHCLO.ORG/SUMMERCAMPS
AcademySummerCamps22_PrintAd_4-75x4-75_Color.indd 1

3/7/2022 10:46:29 AM

Summer Camps
7 Weeks • June – Aug
Sign up Today

www.pittsburghkids.org/summercamps

Essentials
• D
 uffle bag or suitcase (with name
written on it)
• Backpack (with name written on it)
• Sleeping bag and/or sheets and
blanket
• Pillow
• Toothbrush
• Deodorant
• Five-ten changes of clothes
(depending on length, individual
needs and laundry facilities)
• Four-eight pairs of pajamas
(depending on length, individual
needs and laundry facilities)
• Socks (double the number of days
at camp)
• Underwear/bras (double the number of days at camp)
• Jacket/heavy sweatshirt
• Flip flops
• Flashlight and/or headlamp
• Reusable water bottle
• Spending money
• One-three Towels (with name written on it)
• Soap
• Two-three bathing suits
• Extra blanket
• Sunscreen (in a resealable bag to
prevent messes)
• Dirty clothes bag
• Bug spray
• Hand sanitizer
• Masks
• Wet-wipes
• Hat/sunglasses
• Hair elastics/scrunchies
• Retainer and case
•
•
•
•
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Extras
Camera
Small activities or books
Electronics (only as permitted)
Laundry money

PittsburghParent.com

•
•
•
•

Spare glasses or contacts
Rain poncho/raincoat
Goggles
Bunk décor (lights, signs, posters,
pictures)

SUMMER CAMPS 2022

While these lists are not exhaustive
(there is always more you can pack) you
want to keep things simple and easy to
transport.

CAMPS BEGINNING
JUNE 13, 2022

Final tips:
Don’t pack anything too special:
One lesson too many parents have
learned the hard way is that camp has
a way of making things disappear. The
chances of things getting lost at camp
are high.
When in doubt – label: Writing your
child’s name on items with a permanent
marker is always a good idea.
Let it go: It will always feel like there
was more you could have packed. Relax
and remember that simple is best! n

Sports Camps

Rebecca Hastings is a former teacher
and a mom of three from Guilford, CT.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

• High School Softball Camp (ages
14 to 17)
• Softball Camp (ages 8 to 14)
• Baseball Camp (ages 8 to 14)
Academic STEAM Camps
• Fitness Camp (ages 8 to 14)
Demigod’s Quest Camp (ages 7 to 13)
• Boys’ Basketball Camp (ages 8 to 14)
Musical Theatre: The Little Mermaid Jr.
• Girls’ Basketball Camp (ages 8 to 14)
(ages 7 to 15)
• E-Games Camp
Robotics (ages 8 to 15)
• Soccer Camp (ages 8 to 14)
Sphero Robots Camp (ages 8 to 15)
• High School Soccer Camp (ages 14
Crime Scene Investigation (ages 9 to 14)
to 17)
Ingenious Science (ages 6 to 10)
• Volleyball Camp (ages 8 to 13)
Wizardry School (ages 8 to 15)
Coding Camp (ages 7-15)
Superheroes Camp (ages 7 to 10)

724-773-3700 • https://beaver.psu.edu/ce/youth • beaverce@psu.edu

PittsburghParent.com
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ADAT SHALOM PRESCHOOL SUMMER SPLASH CAMP		Ages
368 Guys Run Road
Casey Schapira 412-820-9110
2-5
Cheswick, PA 15024
cschapira@adatshalompgh.org		

Fees

YSpecial Needs n Overnight
*ACA (American Camp Association) Accredited

Dates

Camps

Ages

ALL ABOUT CAMP 2022
June
thru
July

V

Comments
Monday thru Thursday, 9:00am -1:00pm • Water activities,
outdoor games, arts and crafts, weekly themes
• Snacks provided

ALLEGHENY COUNTY PARKS		All			 Allegheny County’s nine public parks span more than
12,000 acres and offer a wide array of events and activities.
Boyce, Deer Lakes, Harrison Hills, Hartwood Acres, North,		 Ages
V
V
alleghenyparks.com • 412-350-2455
Round Hill, Settlers Cabin, South & White Oak		
BAM! (BECAUSE ACADEMICS MATTER)
Phil DiRenzo
Boys June 13-17 1wk. $225 Discover Central Catholic with fun and engaging
Central Catholic High School
412-208-3400 ext. 3434 entering and/or
2wks. coursework in math, writing, science, technology, engineering
Fifth Avenue, Pgh., PA 15213
centralcatholichs.com/bam
7 - 8 June 20-24 $400 and more! Register before April 1 & save!
BAM! SUMMER CAMPS AND VARIOUS SPORTS CAMPS		
Grades		
Oakland Catholic High School
412-682-6633 6 - 8th
June
144 N. Craig Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15213
OaklandCatholic.org

V

BAM! Academic program dates are: June 14, 16, 21, 23, 28, 30
from 9am-3pm. BAM! Athletics dates are: June 15, 22, 29 from
9am-12pm.

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA Ti’yanna Risher Ages
317 East Carson St., West Tower, Suite 238
412-782-5710
5-13
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
bgcwpa.org/summercamp2022		

June 20 $185/wk 7 convenient locations throughout Allegheny County with
new & exciting themed weeks. 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
thru		
Aug. 19

CAMP DEER CREEK
P.O. Box 305
Indianola, PA 15051

Co-ed
ages
4 - 15

June 13
thru
Aug. 12

CAMP INVENTION		 Ages
Multiple Pittsburgh locations
800-968-4332 5 - 11
invent.org/local		

Multiple
dates

Wes Weitzel
412-767-5351
campdeercreekonline.com

Camping experiences in a rustic outdoor setting
$375 • Pgh’s oldest and finest day camp • Riding • Swimming
per wk • Archery • Zip Lines • Crafts • Field games • Climbing Wall
$245

Camp Invention is bringing new, creative adventures for
grades K-6 this summer! Register for the all-new program,
Explore, at invent.org/local.

THE CAMPUS LAB SCHOOL OF CARLOW SUMMER CAMPS		
Grades June 13
3333 Fifth Avenue
412-578-6158
K-6
to
Pittsburgh, PA 15213
campusschool.carlow.edu		
July 22

V

A progressive, independent, Sisters of Mercy Lab School
fostering a love of learning, leadership, and service for
students PreK-8th grade nestled within a University community.

CARRIAGE HOUSE CHILDREN’S CENTER
5604 Solway Street (Sq. Hill)
Pittsburgh, PA 15217

Sharon Amick Ages
412-421-0300
3-7
carriagehouse.org		

June 1
thru
Aug 29

V

Flexible scheduling for full or part-time day programming
• Open 8:00am-5:00pm • Weekly topics to nurture children's
spirit of adventure & creativity • 4-week minimum

CHILDREN'S MUSEUM OF PITTSBURGH SUMMER CAMP		 Ages
10 Children's Way
Danielle Linzer 412-322-5058
3-13
Pittsburgh, PA 15212
www.pittsburghkids.org		

June 20
thru
Aug. 12

V

Discover camps in art, making, theater, nature, fashion,
metalworking and more for kids ages 3-13 this summer. Camp
is space limited - register today to reserve your space.

GEMINI THEATER SUMMER WORKSHOPS
420 Chartiers Avenue
McKees Rocks, PA 15136

June 13
thru
Aug. 19

$200
to
$800

Jill Jeffrey Ages
412-243-6464
4-17
www.geminitheater.org		

LAUGHLIN CHILDREN’S CENTER SUMMER OFFERINGS 		 Entering late July/
424 Frederick Avenue
412-741-4087 grade
early
Sewickley, PA 15143
laughlincenter.org
K
August

V

Campers create an original theatrical performance.
Scholarships always available.
Skill Builders: M/W/F for 2 weeks, activities including safe
socialization, language enrichment, motor skills, kindergarten
academic readiness; limited class size.

PENN STATE BEAVER SUMMER CAMPS
724-773-3700 Ages
100 University Drive
Dana Alvetro/Crista Sabo 6 - 17
Monaca, PA 15061
https://beaver.psu.edu/ce/youth		

June,
July &
August

$129
to
$309

Educationally sound programming promoting selfconfidence, drama, science, crafts, math and
physical education.

PITTSBURGH CENTER FOR ARTS & MEDIA		 Ages
1047 Shady Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15232		 6-17
pghartsmedia.org/summercamps
412-361-0455		

June 20
thru
Aug 26

$325
and
up

Full day camps in a variety of studio art & media production
topics for school aged students
• Extended care available

PITTSBURGH CLO - DOWNTOWN PITTSBURGH LOCATION		 Ages
130 CLO Academy Way
412-281-2234
3-18
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
PittsburghCLO.org		

June
thru
August

$150
to
$625

Musical Theater Camps: High School Musical Jr., Willy Wonka
Kids, Newsies Jr., Fame Jr., Boot Camp, Private lessons in voice,
piano, dance & acting. Camps end in a performance.

PITTSBURGH CLO - SOUTH PARK LOCATION		 Ages
South Park Amphitheater: 100 Farmshow Drive
412-281-2234
8-18
South Park Township, PA 15129
PittsburghCLO.org		

June
thru
July

$275
to
$550

Musical Theater Camps: High School Musical Jr., Newsies Jr.,
Little Mermaid Jr. Camps end in a public performance.

June 13
thru
Aug. 19

V

June
thru
July

V

ROYAL OAK SCHOOL
4413 Mt. Royal Blvd.
Allison Park, PA 15101

Lori A. Smith Ages
412-487-1668 3 - 13
royaloaksch.com		

SAINT JOSEPH HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER CAMPS
Shane Palumbo Grades
800 Montana Avenue
724-226-4932
3-8
Natrona Heights, PA 15065
SaintJosephHS.com

34

APRIL 2022

Ten week program • Hours: 7am - 6pm • Children enjoy
active, fun-filled time spent on a four-acre campus or one of
our field trips
Visit SaintJosephHS.com for details. Campers will be offered:
art, science and sports camps (basketball and volleyball).

Summer Activities & Camp Guide

PittsburghParent.com

ALL ABOUT CAMP 2022
Fees

SHADY SIDE ACADEMY SUMMER PROGRAMS		 Ages
423 Fox Chapel Road
412-447-2230 3 - 18
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
shadysideacademy.org/summer		

June 13
thru
Aug. 12

V

Fun, affordable, in-person day camps, sports, arts & STEAM
camps on 3 spacious campuses in Fox Chapel • Lunch
included • Before/after-care • North Hills & East End buses

SUMMER AT SEM n
205 Bidwell Parkway
Buffalo, NY 14222

July 11
thru
July 29

$1250
per
week

Sailing, rowing, equestrian, fashion lab, cooking classes
and more! Fun, community and learning for girls entering
grades 7-9.

Ages
18 moAdult

June
thru
August

V

Mommy & Me • Dance Camps • BOYS only classes • Ballet,
Tap, Jazz, Lyrical, Gymnastics, Contemporary, Hip Hop & Modern • Competitive Dance • Special Needs

*

Leia Patsilevas Ages
724-935-5470 6 & up
MyWoodlands.org 		

June 5
thru
Aug. 8

$550
to
$700

All-accessible overnight camps for children and young adults
with special needs and disability • Day camper options
available • Scholarships available to all

WINDWOOD PARK
Box 322, 903 Lake Road
Bradford woods, PA 15015

Kerry Ryan Ages
724-935-6880 4 - 13
Windwoodpark.com		

June
thru
August

V

Ages

Dates

Camps

YSpecial Needs n Overnight
*ACA (American Camp Association) Accredited

Alex Skomra Entering
716-885-6780 Grds
www.buffaloseminary.org/SAS
7-9

THOMAS DANCE STUDIO Y
111 Washington Ave, Bridgeville
7053 Steubenville Pike, Oakdale

412-257-2000 (Bridgeville)
412-787-7686 (Oakdale)
thomasdance.com

THE WOODLANDS n Y
134 Shenot Road
Wexford, PA 15090

Comments

We offer a variety of exciting activities & themes • Early
drop-off & late pick-up available • Summer’s Alternative to
Daycare • Located 2 min. off I-79, Wexford exit

Go to PittsburghParent.com
for more up-to-date Summer Activities & Camps
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Carnegie

Duquesne

East End
McKees Rocks
*Dates May Vary*

Lawrenceville
Carnegie
Carnegie
Carnegie Duquesne
Duquesne
Duquesne Lawrenceville
Lawrenceville
Lawrenceville
East
End
Millvale
Somerset
Millvale
East
End
Millvale

Millvale

Penn HillsMcKees
Rocks
McKees
Rocks
McKees
Rocks
*Dates May Vary*
*Dates
May
Vary*
*Dates
*Dates
May
May
Vary*
Vary*

Penn
Hills
Penn
Penn
Hills
Hills

*Dates
May
Vary*
*Dates
*Dates
May
May
Vary*
Vary*

NE 28-AUGUST
JUNE
19, 2022
28-AUGUST
JUNE
JUNE
28-AUGUST
28-AUGUST19,
19,
19,2022
2022
2022

WW.BGCWPA.ORG/SUMMERCAMP2022
WWW.BGCWPA.ORG/SUMMERCAMP2022
WWW.BGCWPA.ORG/SUMMERCAMP2022
WWW.BGCWPA.ORG/SUMMERCAMP2022

$185 PER WEEK

The Woodlands is a nonprofit organization dedicated
to enriching the lives of children and adults with
disability and chronic illness. Our fully accessible 52acre campus provides year-round overnight and day
camps for all ages.
Summer Camp registration opens March 21, 2022
www.mywoodlands.org/programs

$185
$185
$185PER
PER
PERWEEK
WEEK
WEEK

Enroll During our Priority Enrollment Period
Enroll
During
by
our
Priority
Enrollment
Period
by
Enroll
During
our
Priority
Enrollment
Period
byby
Enroll
During
our
Priority
Enrollment
Period
10:00
am
- 5:00
pm
February 28 to Receive $20 Off Per Week!
February
28
totoReceive
$20
Off
Per
Week!
February
2828
Receive
$20
Off
Per
Week!
February
to
Receive
$20
Off
Per
Week!

CCW
Funding,
Payment
Plans,
Scholarships,
Sibling
Discounts,
W Funding, Payment Plans, Scholarships, Sibling
CCW
Funding,
Discounts,
Payment
Plans,
Scholarships,
Sibling
Discounts,
CCW
CCW
Funding,
Funding,
Payment
Payment
Plans,
Plans,
Scholarships,
Scholarships,
Sibling
Sibling
Discounts,
Discounts,
Employee
Discounts,
and
Military
Discounts
Available!
Employee Discounts, and Military Discounts Available!
Employee
Discounts,
and
Military
Discounts
Available!
Employee
Discounts,
and
Military
Discounts
Available!
Employee
Discounts,
and
Military
Discounts
Available!
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